
 

Hi Guys the following basic steps are recommended and should be carried out when your 

motorcycle has been sitting idle for some time. 

Please note these are only suggestions and any work or maintenance should always be 

carried out as per your handbook. 

1. An integral and important part of you motorcycle is the 

Battery.  If the motorcycle is not going to used regularly 

then the battery should be attached to a Trickle Charger.   

 

If you do not have a Trickle charger then it is 

recommended that you disconnect your battery 

(please refer to your handbook instructions.                                                  

 

 

 

2. Regularly start your motorcycle and let idle for a few minutes and if possible a 

short ride going through the gears is recommended. 

 

3. Your braking system should be tested regularly, and at all times before going on a 

ride.  Start the motorcycle and apply brakes both foot and hand brakes.  Ideally 

this can be checked when carrying out point 2 above.  Also ensure your brake 

fluid levels are correct again check your handbook.  As a guide the fluids in your 

brake lines should be replaced at regular intervals as these fluids can go off and 

become ineffective. 

 

4. All lights should be checked for function, test your turn 

signals, headlights, high beam and brake lights.  Replace 

any bulbs that need replacing.  You can check lights against 

the wall and tails lights against a mirror or reflective 

material if you are on your own with no one to confirm 

workings. 
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5. Tyre pressure is also very important and should be checked every time you go 

out for a ride.  A couple of handy pieces of equipment, that if space permits, 

should be carried on board are a tyre pressure gauge, tyre repair kit and tyre 

pump.  

                        
 

Also take care after not riding for long periods of time.  Getting your bike senses back can 

sometimes take a little while, ensure you take off slow building up the speed slowly, check 

your mirrors are correctly adjusted and you are comfortable in your seat, then, ENJOY THE 

RIDE. 

 

 

 

Ralph Garcia 

Safety Officer NSW HOG 
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