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HOG Ride – Saturday January 13, 2018 + Harley Museum  
________________________________________________________ 
 
The scheduled HOG ride for today is the annual “Hard Arse Ride”. This is one of the few patched 

rides in the NSW HOG calendar meaning you earn a designated cloth patch to add to your biker vest. 

Obviously this will not be an easy ride with the total distance travelled being over 600 kms on twisty 

country roads.  

The route takes us from our meet point at McGraths Hill (near Windsor) and onto the biker famous 

Putty Road, past Grey Gums (where we often visit) and through to Bulga for our first fuel stop at 160 

km on the odometer. Then we continue on to Denman for quick refreshments at the 210 km mark. 

Finally we head on to Rylstone for lunch at the local Hotel at the 340 km mark after which we head 

back home via Lithgow then finishing at Richmond Park.  

 

 

HOG Ride Image 1 – Its 8.00 am at the meet point (McDonalds Restaurant at McGraths Hill) and 

riders are gathering for the scheduled 8.30 am departure.  



 

Museum Image 1 – Visiting the Harley-Davidson Museum in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  
 
 Our complementary story this time is about visiting the Harley-Davidson Museum in 

Milwaukee. This is a Company sponsored brand-focused Museum.  

After attending the motorcycle rally in Sturgis in 2017 it seemed logical to me to go on to 

Milwaukee to see the Harley-Davidson Museum. Milwaukee is about 900 miles from Sturgis so I 

flew from Rapid City airport to Chicago for a brief stay and then travelled to Milwaukee, some 

100 miles from Chicago.  

 The Harley-Davidson museum, opened in July of 2008, welcomes visitors from across the globe and 

celebrates the incredible collection, rich history, and unforgettable stories of all the people of 

Harley-Davidson. This is the first real opportunity for this Motor Company to show off its incredible 

collection. Fortunately, the founders of the company set a powerful precedent: they preserved the 

material record of their business. Not just motorcycles, but business records, product literature, 

marketing materials, photographs, trophies, publications, and more, and the company continues to 

use the Archives for this purpose.  

Herein I will present an overview of my visit to this museum which I attended on Sunday August 13, 

2017.   

Reference is made to the publication “The Harley-Davidson Museum” 2009 First Edition, Written and 

Designed by Shine.  

There is only 1 downloaded image in this presentation and that’s it above, Museum Image 1. All 

other images are my own.  

 



 

HOG Ride Image 2 – Upon arrival at the meet point you always see smiling faces greet you. When on 

a HOG ride you leave all issues behind and just focus on the ride.  



 

Museum Image 2 – Located at the intersection of Sixth and Canal Streets and backing onto the 

Menomonee River, this 20-acre location reflects the industrial heritage of Milwaukee, the 

hometown of Harley-Davidson since the company was founded in 1903.  

 

 

 

 



 

Museum Image 3 – That overhead bridge connects the Museum at left to the Archives building at 

right (and out of photo).  

This museum is all about the people of Harley-Davidson: riders, dealers, employees, suppliers, and, 

of course, enthusiasts. But it is also welcoming to those who had not yet experienced Harley-

Davidson – to offer to them a window into the freedom, individuality, spirit of adventure, and 

camaraderie that bond our rides together.  



 

HOG Ride Image 3 – Our female contingent for today are from left Velvet, Trouble (Nadine), Alyse, 

Bear (Chris), Vicky and Marilou.  



 

Museum Image 4 – At ground level at right is the souvenir shop and restaurant. This Museum is not 

a refurbished old building but one purpose designed from the ground up. The brick, glass and steel 

construction of the museum is simple and straightforward, inspired by the forms and shapes of 

factories reflecting Harley-Davidsons manufacturing roots and Milwaukee’s industrial past.  

 

 



 

HOG Ride Image 4 – Some of our bikes in the McDonalds carpark. Niiiice!! There are 17 bikes in our 

group today, 3 with pillion passengers so that’s 20 people all up.  



 

Museum Image 5 – You enter the museum at ground level just to the right of this brick wall and 

immediately go to the upper level to enter the display area. The Museum is spread over 2 floors, the 

upper level and the lower level. On completion of your visit you exit at ground level.  

That brick wall at left is made up of specially ordered black and grey glazed bricks. The grey bricks 

making up the name Harley-Davidson were specially shaped for this purpose. 

This museum is not just a space to house a fantastic collection of motorcycles and artefacts, it shares 

inspiring stories of riders fulfilling dreams, expressing their love for the open road through leather, 

chrome and steel, and expressing their individuality. Their stories echo loud and clear throughout 

the museum.  

Note the factory-like aesthetic of the campus.  

You are granted free access to this Museum if you can produce your current HOG membership card. 



 

Museum Image 6 – During the Sturgis Rally there are more bikes about even at the Harley-Davidson 

Museum.  



 

HOG Ride Image 5 – So let’s meet some of our riders individually. This is new HOG member Trouble 

(Nadine) with her 2017 Indian Scout motorcycle. She also owns a 2014 Victory Gunner motorcycle 

and has been riding for over 20 years. This experience will serve her well on today’s demanding ride.  



 

Museum Image 7 – Located at the most visible part of the Museum site is this bronze statue of a hill 

climber, a gift to the Museum from Nancy and Willie G. Davidson. More on this at Museum Image 

13.  

 



 

HOG Ride Image 6 – Now let’s meet Alyse with her 2013 Switchback model, her first Harley but not 

her first bike. Alyse is also the Chapter’s current Activities Officer.  



 

Museum Image 8 – The Museum is on the other end of that overhead bridge and here at left on the 

ground floor is the Motor and Café Racer Restaurants where you can mingle with new found friends 

over a burger or steak and a beer.  



 

Museum Image 9 – Inside the restaurant and it’s quite busy during the Sturgis Rally period.  



 

HOG Ride Image 7 – 8.10 am and the Road Captains gather for a briefing to discuss the proposed 

ride and individual Road Captain duties. This all contributes to a well planned and executed event.  

From left are Vicky, Bear (Chris), Gypo (Rob), Chop (Wayne), Travis, Hammer (Don), and Bollard 

(Dave). Bear and Gypo are siblings. Today, Travis is the Lead Road Captain with Hammer as Shotgun 

and Bollard as Tail End Charlie.  



 

Museum Image 10 – The bar is very well equipped, with vintage Harleys! That’s the best bar 

accessory I have ever seen!  

 

 



 

HOG Ride Image 8 – Right on schedule at 8.30 am we get back to our bikes for last minute 

preparations before heading out.  

 

 



 

Museum Image 11 – Next to the restaurant is “The Shop”, a retail store of things Harley-Davidson. 

Here you will find some item exclusive to this store only.  



 

Museum Image 12 – Another view inside “The Shop”. It’s not a problem finding stuff you like, its 

finding the room inside your luggage bags!  



 

HOG Ride Image 9 – As usual we don’t just rush off but gather until everyone is ready so as to leave 

as one cohesive group. It’s much more fun this way!  



 

Museum Image 13 – Another view of the 16 foot tall bronze artwork mentioned at Museum Image 7. 

This image of a motorcycle hill climber is a tribute to the glory days of American hill climbing history. 

It was a popular sport in the 1920’s and 1930’s.  



 

HOG Ride Image 10 – This brief standby allows for a photo opportunity. Here we see Trouble on her 

very snazzy Indian Scout. You don’t have to own a Harley to be a HOG Chapter member and Trouble 

has some close friends in our Chapter.  



 

Museum Image 14 – Here we see the exposed steel grid work of “The Tower”, a focal point of the 

Museum which cradles a massive 3-dimensional Harley-Davidson “Bar and Shield” logo. This is at the 

entrance of the Museum.  



 

Museum Image 15 – As you enter the Museum you see this display of Chapter patches from all over 

the world. The Harley Owners Group is the world’s largest factory sponsored riding club with over 1 

million members.  

AND, you are allowed to take photos inside this museum, that’s fantastic!  



 

HOG Ride Image 11 – At 10.35 am we reach our first fuel stop at Bulga on the Putty Road, some 155 

kms from our departure point. The route thus far is  popular with bikers with plenty of twisties, 

however there is a wildlife hazard and dead kangaroos and wombats were seen along the roadway.  



 

Museum Image 16 – WOW!! Upon entering the museum you immediately see this “Motorcycle 

Gallery Part 1: 1903 – 1940’s”, a line-up of historical bikes all in pristine condition. They have not 

been restored but are from the Company’s archive collection. From 1915 onwards, the Company 

saved at least one motorcycle from each production year and scoured the marketplace to collect 

vehicles from the years prior to 1915. This formal collecting began in 1915 and continues to this day.  



 

HOG Ride Image 12 – A fuel stop is also time to chill out with biker buddies. All HOG members get 

along very well due in part to a common passion for motorcycling and Harley-Davidsons. Its family!  



 

Museum Image 17 – Moving along the Motorcycle Gallery are more gorgeous bikes. What a stunning 

display! I can’t show them all to you so here are a few choice examples. Remember, they are 

conserved, not restored.  

Prior to the Museum being built, the Company’s collection of archive material moved from place to 

place, most recently to their new factory in York, Pennsylvania. Now the complete archive collection 

has moved back to one location where it all began: Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  



 

Museum Image 18 – A 1929 DL model. Love it!  



 

HOG Ride Image 13 – I take this opportunity to refuel as well as there is a very long way to go. I am 

currently the Chapter Editor and Historian and greatly enjoying this role.  

 



 

Museum Image 19 – A board track racer from the 1920’s. It’s an 8 valve V-twin and with no brakes!  



 

HOG Ride Image 14 – Still at Bulga and standing next to their bikes are from left, Ashley and Paul.  



 

Museum Image 20 – The Museum is made up of interconnected galleries. This gallery is part of the 

“Harley-Davidson Journey, Part 1, Clubs and Competitions” display. This hard to miss board track 

display replicates the 45-degree angle at which the tracks were built. Board track racing was 

extremely dangerous with speeds up to 100 mph being achieved, all without brakes!  

Board track racing was a type of motorsport popular in the United States during the 1910’s and 

1920’s. Competition was conducted on circular or oval race courses called “Motordromes” with 

surfaces composed of wooden planks. Crashes were frequent and often horrific and the sport 

declined in the early 1930’s.  



 

Museum Image 21 – Here we see the “Tank Wall”. Throughout the Motor Company’s history, the gas 

tank has reflected the styles, trends, and sensibilities of the time in which it was created. Here we 

see 100 memorable and graphically striking gas tanks selected by the Harley-Davidson Styling 

Department for both their historical and aesthetic significance that pay homage to years of artistic 

expression.  



 

HOG Ride Image 15 – Its 10.45 am and again we regroup before heading off. Riding in close convoy 

just magnifies the fun!  



 

Museum Image 22 – That’s my favourite tank logo.  

 



 

HOG Ride Image 16 – Again the brief standby allows for a photo opportunity. This is Alyse aboard her 

Switchback model.  

 



 

Museum Image 23 – There are plenty of Harley service vehicles on display, particularly war service 

models.  

 



 

 

Museum Image 24 – This is the smallest Harley-Davidson ever built – the 1972 MC65 2-stroke single 

cylinder called the Shortster. This would be great to start the kids off in the right direction!  

 

 

 

 



 

HOG Ride Image 17 – At about 11.30am we arrive in Denman for quick refreshments some 210 kms 

into the journey. That’s Bear on her motorcycle approaching the camera.  

 

 



 

Museum Image 25 – Here is a Harley-Davidson most people have never heard of, the prototype V-4 

Nova model from 1978. At the time the Evolution V-twin engine was being designed, this V-4 engine 

was being considered as well as a V-6 version. It was intended to counter the growing threat of high-

tech European and Japanese rivals at that time. More on this below at Museum Image 26.  

 



 

HOG Ride Image 18 – A regular on HOG rides is Craig seen here with his custom Wide Glide model.  



 

Museum Image 26 – In the “Engine Room” are all the various Harley-Davidson engines mounted on 

the walls. This Nova V-4 engine was particularly interesting as I had never heard of it previously. It’s  

a 2-valve water cooled V-4 engine built in 1978 for a new prototype bike which revved to nearly 

10,000 rpm making it twice as powerful as any other Harley of the time. The firm sank $ 15m into 

this Nova programme, even outsourcing the engine design to Porsche. Chief stylist Willie G. 

Davidson insisted the required radiator must not be visible, which resulted in it being sited under the 

seat.  

Although the project had advanced to where they had 30 engines and 12 running motorcycles, it was 

never mass produced due to a change in management and reduction of overall budget. Harley-

Davidson preferred to stay with tradition and the V-twin engine.  



 

Museum Image 27 – This is a bike built for the 110th anniversary in 2013 and signed by all the Harley-

Davidson employees at the time (it’s a black bike and all that silver script you see are signatures).  

 



 

HOG Ride Image 19 – This is Harley aficionado Mark with his 2013 anniversary model Road King.  



 

Museum Image 28 – Riders from all over the world can submit their photos to be shared on this 

“Celebration Wall”. This brings to life the extraordinary stories of everyday riders sharing their 

passion for motorcycling and Harley-Davidsons.  

 



 

HOG Ride Image 20 – Meet Father–Daughter Harley riders Dave and Alyse, both with their own 

Harleys. Dave is seen here beside his Road King model.  



 

Museum Image 29 – This is part of the “Custom Culture” gallery. For more than a century, 

enthusiasts have been customizing their bikes and a few notable examples are on display. Here we 

see the 1973 FLH “Rhinestone”.  



 

Museum Image 30 – Also on display is this replica motorcycle similar to “Captain America” as seen in 

the 1969 movie “Easy Rider”.  

 



 

HOG Ride Image 21 – At Denman we visit “Gerard’s Place” for some quick refreshments.   



 

Museum Image 31 – Still in the Custom Culture Gallery is this 1990 Fatboy model from the movie 

Terminator 2: Judgement Day.  



 

HOG Ride Image 22 – Inside Gerard’s Place we see from left Marilou, Bollard (Dave), U-Leak (Victor) 

and Velvet. Bollard is also the current Chapter Safety Officer.  

 

 

 

 



 

Museum Image 32 – More on the Terminator 2 bike.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

HOG Ride Image 23 – And on the outdoor veranda (seen in HOG Image 21) are from left Craig, 

Hammer, Bear, Travis, Trouble, and Gypo.  

 



 

Museum Image 33 – On the lower level of the Museum we see at right “The Motorcycle Gallery Part 

2: 1940’s – Present”. In all there are nearly 70 revered rides on display in the motorcycle galleries 

which are the backbone to the Museum. These artefacts must satisfy three strict criteria to be 

deemed “museum-worthy”: originality, significance, and condition.  



 

HOG Ride Image 24 – Its right on noon as we depart the café, right on schedule. We get back to our 

bikes ready for the next leg of our journey to Rylstone, some 130 km onwards. We are still short of 

the halfway point.  

 

 



 

Museum Image 34 – Still on the lower level we see “The Experience Gallery” where you are allowed 

to sit in the saddle of both new and legendary rides. That was a bonus feature I reckon!  



 

HOG Ride Image 25 – Again a quick regroup at Denman before continuing on.  

 



 

Museum Image 35 – This could be regarded as the most significant exhibit of the Museum: “Serial 

Number One”. This is the oldest and most esteemed Harley-Davidson motorcycle in existence 

believed to be the first one completed. Also of interest is the outline on the floor surrounding this 

bike. That’s the footprint of the original 10 foot by 15 foot wooden shed in which the founding 

fathers built their first motorcycles. The year was 1903 and the story began in the family’s backyard 

shed.  

 

 

 



 

HOG Ride Image 26 – We reach our final destination before heading back for home, this being the 

Globe Hotel at Rylstone some 340 km from our departure point. Its 1.40 pm and we are only 10 

minutes behind schedule. The 130 km ride from Denman was typified by twisty country roads with 

very little other traffic. This was about the hottest time of the day with temperatures well into the 

30’s (Celsius) along with high humidity. High wind gusts were also experienced along the way.  

 

 



 

Museum Image 36 – Did you know Harley-Davidson sold bicycles from 1917 – 1923? More on this at 

Museum Image 37 below.  

 

 



 

HOG Ride Image 27 – Inside the Globe Hotel we are given our own room to enjoy our lunch. It was a 

most friendly gathering.  

 



 

Museum Image 37 – Some information on Harley-Davidson bicycles.  



 

HOG Ride Image 28 – We depart the Hotel at 2.40 pm, only 10 minutes behind schedule. Here we 

see Chop (Wayne) with partner Vicky on their Ultra Classic model. Vicky has 2 Harleys of her own but 

today chose to go pillion with Chop. Vicky is also the current Chapter Membership Officer.  

We will now head home via Lithgow, then into Richmond where the group ride will end.  

 



 

Museum Image 38 – A very early Harley-Davidson motorcycle. Niiiiice!  

 

 



 

HOG Ride Image 29 – Near Lithgow on the Great Western Highway at Bowenfels we have our final 

fuel stop with my bike showing near empty. The odometer is at 435 kms and there is still 80 kms to 

get to Richmond, then I have another 55 kms to get to my home.  

 

 



 

 

Museum Image 39 – And tucked away in a corner is “The Old Bike Room”. This is where additional 

bikes will be conserved (not restored!) for future displays.  



 

HOG Ride Image 30 – At the servo we take a short break before our final ride into Richmond. That’s 

Gypo at right, the Chapters current Secretary.  

 



 

Museum Image 40 – Another view of “The Old Bike Room”. Don’t you wish this was a photo taken in 

your garage!  



 

HOG Ride Image 31 – And here we see Hammer (Don), our newly elected Chapter Director.  

My round trip for the day was 620 kms and this trip will remain one of the more memorable.   



 

Museum Image 41 – This was near The Old Bike Room, the Harley-Davidson approach to 

preservation rather than restoration.  

Well that concludes my guided tour of the museum for you. For me it was a great fun day drooling 

over the Harley-Davidson archives and motorcycle collection.  

The Museum is a collection of stories. Stories told not merely with words, but with artefacts, 

motorcycles, and cherished pieces of memorabilia. It makes you proud to be part of the unique 

culture that is Harley-Davidson. The Harley-Davidson look, feel and sound will never be duplicated or 

mistaken and the bond among those who own Harley-Davidson motorcycles has long been 

documented. Year after year, rallies like Sturgis and Daytona continue to grow as riders from all over 

the world heed the call of Harley-Davidsons brotherhood and sisterhood.  

 


